
 

Welcome to St. Stephen's Church!  

We thank you for joining us today at our Healing Service. 

If you are looking for a church home, you have just found 

it. We would love to have you at St. Stephen’s.  

Arrangements for weddings and baptisms can be made by 

speaking directly with the Rev. Paul A. Van Sant, Sr. 

 

Mission Statement  

To proclaim the faith that our years have engendered: to use 
the diversity of our Episcopal experience while working  

toward a common goal;   

to teach the young  about Jesus and to reach out and affect 
the lives of those in the community. 

 

 

 

St. Stephen's Episcopal Church 
180 Route 539, Whiting, NJ 08759 

 Phone:  732-350-2121, Fax:  732-350-6000  

ssechurch@gmail.com 

www.saintstephenswhiting.org 
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Mark  
the Evangelist 

 



Collect of the Day 

  Almighty God, by the hand of Mark the evangelist you have 

given to your Church the Gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God: 
We thank you for this witness, and pray that we may be firmly 
grounded in its truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

How beautiful upon the mountains 

   are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news, 

   who announces salvation, 

   who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’ 

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 

   together they sing for joy; 

for in plain sight they see 

   the return of the Lord to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing, 

   you ruins of Jerusalem; 

for the Lord has comforted his people, 

   he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The Lord has bared his holy arm 

   before the eyes of all the nations; 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 

   the salvation of our God. 

 

 

 

ARMED FORCES  
 Todd, Captain Carlo and Co., Christopher, Niccolo, 
Stephen, Jason, Joseph, Robert, Michael, Robert, 
Luca, Abraham, Robert, Blaine, Nico, John Benja-
min, Timothy, Collin, Nicolette, Chaplain Colonel 
Jim, Colonel Mark, Wayne, Wesley, Luke, Chaplin 
John, John W., Joseph T., Nick, Bill, Hank, Zachary, 
Emeron, Joshua, Dan, and State Troopers Jeff and 
Dustin 
 
DIOCESE AND CLERGY  
 Bishop Sally, Retired Bishop Chip, Fr. Paul, Fr. 
Austin, Caroline our Dean 
 
MISSIONARIES IN THE FIELD  
Penny, Darlene, Richard 
 
NURSING HOME   
Henrietta, Edna, Arlene, Dolores 
 
LORD IN YOUR MERCY  
                                             
                        HEAR OUR PRAYERS 



 

LET US PRAY TOGETHER FOR OUR 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY 
 
PEOPLE WITH OTHER ILLNESSES                     
Colton, Tim, Carol, Rosemary, Madeline, Doug, 
Kimberly, Mary, John, Susan, Beatrice, Alberta, 
Carl, Shelagh, Bob, Aubrey, Phyliss, Bruce, Trudy, 
Barbara, Dottie, Janet, Irv, Jude', Maryann, Dolores, 
Angelo, Michael and  Denny, Jamilla and her son 
Vinnie, Priscilla, Fran, Lillian, Marjorie, Pat R., 
Debra, Lou, Bob, Eileen, Krupa, Claire Kevin, Gilli-
an, Robert,  Sharon, Dan, Ruthann, Ruth M. Linda 
 
FOR THE PEACE OF THE SOULS OF                       
Joan, Dominic, Dawn, Curtis, Eugene, Anthony, 
Jacqueline, Roger, John, Diane, Julia, Carol, Judy, 
Doris, Al, Bill, Jack, Pat, Nancy, Rafael, Hope,  
Walter, Dennis, Warren, Gail, Anna, Jean, Paul, Tina  
 
MAY THEY AND ALL THE FAITHFUL                  
DEPARTED REST IN PEACE AND MAY 
LIGHT PERPETUAL SHINE UPON THEM 
 
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN HEALED OR 
HAD PRAYERS ANSWERED - Michelle,             
Marjorie, Laura, Roger, Claire, Susan, Tina. 

Psalm 2  
Quare fremuerunt gentes? 
 
1 Why are the nations in an uproar? * 
    Why do the peoples mutter empty threats? 
 
2 Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, 
   and the princes plot together, * 
    against the Lord and against his Anointed? 
 
3 "Let us break their yoke," they say; * 
    "let us cast off their bonds from us." 
 
4 He whose throne is in heaven is laughing; * 
    the Lord has them in derision. 
 
5 Then he speaks to them in his wrath, * 
    and his rage fills them with terror. 
 
6 "I myself have set my king * 
    upon my holy hill of Zion." 
 
7 Let me announce the decree of the Lord: * 
    he said to me, "You are my Son; 
    this day have I begotten you. 
 
8 Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for 
    your inheritance * 
   and the ends of the earth for your possession. 
 
9 You shall crush them with an iron rod * 
    and shatter them like a piece of pottery." 
 
10 And now, you kings, be wise; * 
    be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
 
11 Submit to the Lord with fear, * 
    and with trembling bow before him; 
 
12 Lest he be angry and you perish; * 
    for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
 
13 Happy are they all * 
    who take refuge in him!  



A Reading from the letter to the Ephesians 4:7-8,11-16 
 
 

But each of us was given grace according to the measure of 

Christ’s gift. Therefore it is said, 

‘When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; 

   he gave gifts to his people.’ The gifts he gave were that some 

would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors 

and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 

building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of 

the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to 

the measure of the full stature of Christ. We must no longer be 

children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doc-

trine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful schem-

ing. But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way 

into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, 

joined and knitted together by every ligament with which it is 

equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s 

growth in building itself up in love. 

 

A Reading from The Gospel According to Mark 1:1-15 
 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God. 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

   who will prepare your way; 

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

   “Prepare the way of the Lord, 

   make his paths straight” ’, 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a bap-

tism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  

And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people 

of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in 

the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with 

camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts 

and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful 

than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie 

the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was bap-

tized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of 

the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending 

like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my 

Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He 

was in the wilderness for forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was 

with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming 

the good news of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the 

kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 

news.’ 


